ORDINANCE 2024 - 68

ACCEPTING ASTATE OF OHIO GRANT AND AUTHORIZING A RELATED
AGREEMENT FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE LINDNER FAMILY TENNIS
CENTER CAMPUS, MAKING SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR
SUCH IMPROVEMENTS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the City of Mason has worked collaboratively with Warren County and the State
of Ohio, and business leaders to develop a strategic plan to retain the 120+ year legacy of tennis for the
region; and

WHEREAS, in 2022, Beemok Capital Group purchased Cincinnati Tennis LLC, and
collaboratively with the City, County and State, has created a vision for investing approximately $265
million to elevate the tournament and surrounding grounds to expand the Cincinnati Open, and generate
an estimated $140 million in expanded regional economic impact, and growing participation to 310,000
visitors over a two-week period; and

WHEREAS, this Council has declared it to be an extremely valuable public purpose to assemble
property and support the redevelopment of the Lindner Family Tennis Center and surrounding property
(Tennis Center Campus Improvements) as the long-term home for the Cincinnati Open tennis
tournament and has appropriated $15,000,000 for the acquisition of the Tennis Center Property; and

WHEREAS, this Council has previously included $25 million in its current fiscal year
appropriations to the General Capital Improvement Fund for a City of Mason contribution the Tennis
Center Campus Improvements; and

WHEREAS, this Council enacted Ordinance 2024-3 on January 8, 2024 accepting a $22.5
million grant from the State of Ohio Department of Development (DOD Grant) for the Tennis Center
Campus Improvements and authorizing a related grant agreement for reimbursement of costs of the
Tennis Center Campus Improvements; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 200.20 of Substitute House Bill 2 (the “Act”), the 135th
General Assembly of the State of Ohio has appropriated funds to the Office of Budget and Management
(OBM) for One Time Strategic Community Investments; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 200.30 XC of the Act, OBM shall use the One Time Strategic
Community Investments to provide agrant for the Cincinnati Open Tennis Tournament for $27.5 million
and the City now desires to accept said grant funding to pay costs of the Tennis Center Campus
Improvements and to enter into a related Grant Agreement with OBM; and

WHEREAS, the City further desires to appropriate all State grant funding and transfer and
appropriate a City of Mason contribution of $20 million to the Tennis Center Campus Improvements.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mason, Ohio, seven

members elected thereto concurring:

Section 1. That the City hereby accepts a grant in the amount of $27.5 million from the State



of Ohio Office of Budget and Management (OBM Grant) and authorizes the City Manager to execute
the related Grant Agreement and any and all other related documents in order to effectuate the
acceptance of the grant.

Section 2. That the Finance Director shall: (i) deposit the OBM Grant, upon receipt, in the
Tennis Center Improvement Fund, (ii) shall transfer $20 million appropriated in the 2024 Budget from
the General Capital Improvement Fund to the Tennis Center Improvement Fund for the City of Mason’s
contribution toward the Tennis Center Campus Improvements, and (iii) shall deposit all payments or
reimbursements received by the City from the DOD Grant in the Tennis Center Improvement Fund
pending application to the Tennis Center Campus Improvements costs to be reimbursed therefrom.

Section 3. That $70 million be and hereby is appropriated from the Tennis Center Improvement
Fund for the Tennis Center Campus Improvements.

Section 4. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for
the preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare, and shall be effective
immediately upon its adoption. The reason for said declaration of emergency is the need to authorize
the grant agreement at the earliest possible date in order to accept the funds in a timely manner.

Passed this 12th day of August, 2024.

Mayor
Attest:

Clerk of Council



