CITY OF MASON
COUNCIL MEETING
May 13, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Mason Police Honor Guard posted the colors. All
those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ATTENDANCE

The following members of Council were present: Barbara Spaeth, Ashley Chance, Mark Haake,
Scott Gibson, Josh Styrcula, and Diana Nelson.

MASON POLICE PROMOTIONAL RECOGNITION

Chief Wells introduced Scott Lyons and Nathan Ketterer and recognized their promotion to
Lieutenant.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion to approve the April 8 Council Meeting minutes and the April 30 Council Work Session
minutes was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember Gibson. VOTE: 4
YEAS, 2 ABSTAIN (SPAETH, STYRCULA).

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

A motion to not request a hearing for a DSA liquor permit for TAJ DHILLION INC. DBA “Al
Indian Restaurant & Bar” was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember
Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to authorize a TREX Transfer Agreement for Marakesh Palace Inc. was made by
Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

The Mason Municipal Aquatic Center opens Memorial Day weekend on May 25. Mason
Community Center premier members have the opportunity to access the Aquatic Center
throughout the weekends of May 11-12 and May 18-19 before the 2024 outdoor pool season
begins.

Mason Community Center will host Membership Appreciation Days on May 15, 16, and 17. The
City will be offering prize drawings, special savings in Symbiosis and food and refreshment
offerings throughout the three-day event including treats from Dorothy Lane Market. Mason
Community Center members can bring a guest for free on all three days throughout the event.

The Mason Deerfield Community Development Corporation (CDC) will be hosting their annual
Mason Mile Celebration on Thursday, May 16 at 6:00 p.m. This event will be held at the Mason
Downtown Plaza and will focus on celebrating the progress of the Mason Mile initiative.



The City of Mason continues its partnership with the Mason Symphony Orchestra as they host
their second concert of the season, a Masterworks concert on Saturday, May 18 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Mason High School Auditorium.

The MADE Chamber “Paint the Town Orange” annual lunch will take place on Wednesday, May
21 at Manor House from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The City will be a part of the expo with a focus
on promoting the City’s culture of wellness and amenities.

City of Mason offices will be closed on Monday, May 27 in honor of Memorial Day. Trash
collection will not be affected by the closing. Mason Community Center will be open regular hours
on Saturday and Sunday of Memorial Day weekend. On Monday, May 27, Mason Community
Center will be open from 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Throughout the month of May, the City will have various promotions and offerings to honor active
military and veterans. As part of the month’s activities, veterans and active military will be able to
enjoy free admission to Mason Community Center the week of May 13 through May 19. Beginning
May 20 through May 27, veterans and active military can enjoy a free round of golf at The Grizzly
as well as a free meal at the Great 18 Bar & Grill.

The Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony will be hosted by the American Legion Post 194 on
Monday, May 27 and will begin at 10:00 a.m. at the American Legion Post 194 The parade travels
through downtown, ending at the Mason Municipal Center. Immediately following the parade at
11:00 a.m., the American Legion will host the annual Memorial Day Ceremony in the atrium inside
of the Mason Municipal Center. Following the Legion’s ceremony inside the Mason Municipal
Center, the public is welcome to join VFW Post 9622 as they host a memorial ceremony at Rose
Hill Cemetery to honor founding member, Robert N. Mount. The ceremony will take place at his
gravesite at 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 6, 2024, the Warren County Foundation Community Service Awards will be taking
place starting at 6:00 p.m. at Manor House. The awards recognize volunteers, non-profit
organizations and community-minded businesses that are making a significant contribution toward
enhancing the quality of life in Warren County.

The City of Mason will be partnering with the MADE CDC to host Mason Market on the Mile, as
a way to celebrate Mason’s farming heritage and bring additional foot traffic to the Mason Mile.
Various local farms, cottage and artisan vendors will be selling their products as part of Market on
the Mile. The market will be located at N West Street and W Main Street from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. on Friday June 14, July 19, August 9, and September 13. The June 14 and July 19 events will
be in conjunction with Music in Mason.

The 2024 Music in Mason Series kicks off on Friday, June 7 at 6:00 p.m. with 7 concerts scheduled
at the Mason Downtown Plaza. Concerts will include two music entertainment bands each Friday
night along with Kkids activities, exhibitors, and adult beverages. The complete 2024 line up for
Music in Mason is now available on the City’s website.



Currently, two Mason Manta Rays, Jason Zhao and Addie Robillard, and eight former Manta Rays
have qualified to compete at the 2024 U.S. Olympic Swimming Team Trials taking place June 15—
23 at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis. Mason Manta Rays still competing for their spot at
attending the Trials have one remaining opportunity to qualify. The final qualifying opportunity
will take place in Charlotte, NC at the Charlotte Open the weekend of May 16-19.

The Mason Historical Society will be hosting their annual Ice Cream Social and Baked Good
Auction on Monday, June 10 starting at 5:30 p.m. at the Museum Grounds located at 207 West
Church Steet. The event will include a social hour from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., a baked good
auction at 6:30 p.m., and live music.

RESOLUTION 2024-9 PROCLAIMING THE WEEK OF MAY 13-19, 2024 AS
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK AND MAY 15 AS PEACE OFFICERS” MEMORIAL DAY

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember
Spaeth. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Chief Wells said during National Police Week, all Mason Police Officers will wear a black band
across their badges in memory of all the law enforcement officers who have given their lives in
the line of duty. In 2023, 136 police officers were Killed in the line of duty, and over 300 officers
were shot while performing their duties across the United States. Officer Donley is assigned to the
Mason Police Department’s motorcycle unit and was requested by the Tri-State Motor Unit to
participate in events occurring during National Police Week in Washington D.C.

Mayor Nelson asked for a moment of silence for fallen police officer Jacob Derbin of Euclid, Ohio.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice
Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Haake. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Councilmember Haake congratulated Lieutenant Lyons and Lieutenant Ketterer on their
promotions.

A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-9 was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by
Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

RESOLUTION 2024-10 PROCLAIMING THE WEEK OF MAY 19-25 2024 AS
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice Mayor
Chance. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Eric Hansen said National EMS week will be celebrated this year throughout the week of May 19—
25 with the theme: EMS: “Honoring our past. Forging our future”. Last year, the City’s emergency
medical staff responded to over 3,500 emergency medical calls, for an average of more than nine
EMS runs per day. As call volume has steadily increased over the years, so has the City’s
commitment to providing access to high quality EMS care. 90 percent of firefighters are cross



trained as paramedics, which is the highest level of pre-hospital care training available, working
out of three busy ambulances. Along with emergency response, the Mason Fire Department
provides CPR training, educational sessions for injury prevention, and safety awareness outreach
and education for the community.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by
Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-10 was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by
Councilmember Spaeth. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

RESOLUTION 2024-11 DECLARING MAY 2024 AS SERVICE DEPARTMENT MONTH
IN MASON

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice Mayor
Chance. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Kurt Seiler said historically, Council has approved separate resolutions to highlight and bring
attention to the services provided by the Engineering and Building, Public Utilities and Public
Works Departments. A number of years ago the City moved to a Service Department model for
providing services related to public works, public utilities, park maintenance and engineering and
building. The model builds on the City’s collaborative approach for sharing equipment and
personnel resources to accomplish overall organizational priorities. The Service Department’s
work supports safety, health and well-being while improving the quality of life for residents,
businesses, and visitors in Mason.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by
Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-11 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by
Councilmember Haake. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

RESOULTION 2024-12 DECLARING MAY AS MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS
MONTH

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember
Gibson. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Jennifer Heft said the City has partnered with the Lindner Center of Hope and Mason’s pioneering
mental health businesses, Myriad Genetics and Clarigent Health, in an effort to recognize May as
Mental Health Awareness Month, as part of the City’s continuous commitment to build a culture
of wellness. With an ever-increasing demand for mental health treatment, personalized approaches
and innovative treatments have never been more essential and Mason's growing life sciences hub
companies continue to drive advancements in treatments and improved outcomes that have
significant national impact. On May 19, the City will partner with Linder Center of Hope to host
Community Education Day at Manor House, a workshop dedicated to supporting broad based



mental wellness. The objective of Community Education Day is to promote mental health
awareness and change perceptions surrounding mental health. Community Education Day has
become a magnet throughout the region for education, dialogue, and a call to action for continued
research to discover and deliver critical mental health solutions.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by
Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Haake. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-12 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice
Mayor Chance. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

RESOLUTION 2024-13 FIRST READING — ADOPTING THE BUDGET OF THE CITY
OF MASON FOR THE YEAR JANUARY 1, 2025 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2025

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Gibson, seconded by Councilmember
Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A Public Hearing date was set for Monday, June 10.

ORDINANCE 2024-49 FIRST READING — AMENDING THE ZONING CODE AND
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF MASON, OHIO TO PROVIDE FOR THE REZONING
OF APPROXIMATELY 142.3 ACRES FROM R-1 (SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL),
R-6 (CONDOMINIUM AND LANDOMINIUM RESUDENTIAL), AND BUS-PUD
(BUSINESS PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) TO BUS-PUD (BUSINESS PLANNED
UNIT DEVELOPMENT) WITH APPROVAL OF THE CONCEPT PLANNED UNIT
DEVELOPMENT PLAN GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE PROPERTY OWNED BY
TENNIS FOR CHARITY AT 5460 COURSEVIEW DRIVE AND ADJACENT PORTIONS
OF CITY OWNED PROPERTY GENERALLY USED FOR GOLF COURSE
OPERATIONS AT 6042 FAIRWAY DRIVE (TENIS CENTER & GOLF PUD)

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember
Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A Public Hearing date was set for Monday, June 10.

ORDINANCE 2024-50 FIRST READING — AMENDING THE ZONING CODE AND
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF MASON, OHIO TO PROVIDE FOR THE REXONING
OF APPROXIMATELY 904 ACRES FROM O-1 (OFFICE) AND 1-1 (LIGHT
INDUSTRIAL) TO MXD-PUD (MIXED USE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) WITH
APPROVAL OF THE CONCEPT PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT PLAN LOCATED
AT _THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF MASON MONTGOMERY ROAD AND
SOCIALVILLE FOSTERS ROAD (LIBERTY PARK)

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember
Haake. VOTE: ALL YEAS.



A Public Hearing date was set for Monday, June 10.

ORDINANCE 2024-51 FIRST READING - APPROVAL OF A CONDITIONAL USE
PERMIT TO ALLOW A RESIDENTIAL UNIT IN A B-1 ZONED BUILDING AT 216
KINGS MILLS ROAD

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember
Haake. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A Public Hearing date was set for Monday, June 10.

ORDINANCE 2024-52 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE A
GRANT FUNDING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MASON AND THE
MASON DEERFIELD CHAMBER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
TO ADVANCE THE MASON MILE PROJECT

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember
Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Eric Hansen said in 2018, the Mason Deerfield Chamber Community Development Corporation
(MADE CDC) was developed as a result of the MADE Chamber’s Strategic Action Agenda. Upon
its establishment, the MADE CDC developed a Strategic Prosperity Plan (SPP) to help identify
the organization’s priorities. One of the priorities identified was to advance Downtown Mason,
and as a result, the Mason Mile initiative was launched. In 2022, Council authorized an initial grant
agreement that provided $180,000 to help fund the next step of progress in the Mason Mile Project
and demonstrate the City’s commitment to partner with the MADE CDC on making this vision
come to life. MADE CDC utilized grant funds to secure a contract with Randall Gross
Development Economics (RDGE) to develop a Strategic Development Revitalization Framework.
RDGE’s work is now complete, and the final report will be unveiled at a public meeting hosted by
the MADE CDC on May 16 at an event at the Downtown Plaza. On April 30, Council held a work
session and recommended $3.5 million in grant funding to the MADE CDC over a 5-year period
for funding professional staff, activities, events and resources while they work to secure other
funding sources for the long-term continuity and sustainability of the Mason Mile Initiative. The
immediate effort for MADE CDC will be pursuing a Master Plan for The Mile. As the scope of
that process is developed, the City may choose to direct and/or fund additional components that
are a result of the Master Plan. As the work of the CDC in implementing the Strategic Strategy
moves forward, it is anticipated that additional investment by the City will occur in areas of
infrastructure, support for increased activation and programming within Downtown, and continued
attention on easing regulatory limitations for downtown businesses will be pursued.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice
Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Council discussed the Mason Mile Project and congratulated the MADE CDC for their work on
the project.



A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-52 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice
Mayor Chance. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Sherry Taylor thanked City Council for their support of the Mason Mile Project.

ORDINANCE 2024-53 APPROVAL OF THE REPLAT FOR TOWER PARK PHASE 3

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember
Spaeth. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Kurt Seiler said the applicant is requesting approval of a replat for Lots 2, 3 and 11 of the Tower
Park PUD. The purpose of this replat is to record GCWW Branch easements which run from this
public watermain to lots 6 and 7. These branch easements are necessary to extend water service to
these lots located at the rear of the development.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by
Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-53 was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by
Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

ORDINANCE 2024-54 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT WITH VANDERWIST OF CINCINNATI, INC. FOR MEIDAN
IRRIGATION AND LANDSCAPING REPLACEMENT

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember
Haake. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Kurt Seiler said many of the existing irrigation equipment in City medians are 20 years or older
and staff have experienced a significant increase in maintenance issues related to the age of the
system. The majority of repairs required have been from irrigation head failures that were either
caused by debris getting caught within the sprinkler head assembly, or from the internal spring
failing due to age. The City established a program to begin a phased approach to the maintenance
and replacement of the irrigation systems in the raised medians. Staff followed a process of
evaluating each median’s irrigation system and whether replacement was needed. Staff requested
quotes from both Vanderwist and Conserva Irrigation for this year’s program. The replacement
work was coordinated so that resources would be mobilized to one location where several
replacements were needed which ultimately helped to reduce the overall costs. As part of this
program, the median irrigation systems along Tylersville Road, between Reading Road and
Mason-Montgomery Road were replaced last year.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by
Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-54 was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by
Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.



ORDINANCE 2024-55 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT WITHALLIED TECHINICAL SERVICES FOR THE INSTALLATION OF
PUMPS, PIPES, FLOW METERS AND FITTINGS RELATED TO THE UPGRADE OF
THE WILLOW BROOKE LIFT STATION UPGRADE PROJECT IN AN AMOUNT NOT
TO EXCEED $74,684

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember
Spaeth. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Kurt Seiler discussed Ordinance 2024-55 and Ordinance 2024-56 together. Kurt said the Willow
Brooke lift station was built in 2014 and was strategically designed to include a vacant secondary
wet well that could be upgraded as the surrounding area developed. Run times on the pumps at the
Willow Brooke lift station have gradually increased to approximately 8 hours per day. This level
indicates that it is now time to upgrade the Willow Brooke lift station. This upgrade requires
installation of new pumps, control wiring, piping, and controls. Proactively installing this
equipment now will provide additional capacity to service future development without delay,
significantly reduce daily run times for the pumps and allow the station to meet peak flow demand.
The City ordered the generator last year as well as other necessary equipment to complete the
project, because of this proactive effort, the City received very favorable quotes for the installation
of the lift station upgrade.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by
Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Haake. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-55 was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by
Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

ORDINANCE 2024-56 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT WITH OHIO VALLEY ELECTRICAL SERVICES FOR ELECTRICAL
WORK FOR THE WILLOW BROOKE LIFT STATION UPGRADE PROJECT IN AN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $77,654

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember
Styrcula. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by
Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Spaeth. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-56 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by
Councilmember Gibson. VOTE: ALL YEAS.



ORDINANCE 2024-57 DECLARING CERTAIN CITY EQUIPMENT AND PROPERTY
AS SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO DISPOSE OF SAID
EQUIPMENT AND PROPERTY

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember
Gibson. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

Jennifer Heft said the City periodically disposes of surplus city property through auction. This
surplus is generally comprised of vehicles and equipment that no longer serve a useful purpose in
delivering public services. Some surplus city property not needed for public use may be determined
obsolete or unfit for the use for which it was originally acquired and therefore the property does
not have value. The legislative authority may authorize these types of items to be discarded,
donated, or salvaged.

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by
Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Gibson. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-57 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by
Councilmember Gibson. VOTE: ALL YEAS.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilmember Spaeth said the Rules Committee met with a firm to discuss property maintenance
codes and ways to collect public input from the community. The Rules Committee also discussed
Issue 2 and regulations regarding adult use cannabis. The Rules Committee is scheduled to meet
again on May 16.

Councilmember Spaeth said a Safety Committee meeting will be scheduled.

Vice Mayor Chance said the Veterans Committee met to discuss the programing of events to honor
veterans and active military throughout the month of May.

Mayor Nelson said the Arts Committee met and discussed the addition of a car show as part of
Heritage Festival. Mayor Nelson said 17 Strong was invited to the Arts Committee meeting and
Councilmember Bennett will discuss 17 Strong at a future Council meeting.

Mayor Nelson said the Small Business Committee met to discuss the goals for the committee.

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS.

Council discussed the grand opening of the adaptive ballfields at Makino Park and thanked the
Mason Parks and Recreation Foundation and City staff.

Councilmember Spaeth discussed an AED being added to the Downtown Plaza and Campus Safety
hosting a celebration event at the Mason Community Center for graduates of the DARE Program.



RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Bob Viney of 374 Walnut Lane discussed comments from the Greenery HOA in Mason regarding
Ordinance 2024-49.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: ACQUISITION/DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY

A motion to adjourn into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing acquisition/disposition
of property was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula. VOTE:
ALL YEAS. TIME: 8:20 p.m.

A motion to reconvene into Regular Session was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by
Vice Mayor Chance. VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 8:54 p.m.

ADJOURN

A motion to adjourn was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Gibson.
VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 8:54 p.m.
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