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  CITY OF MASON 

COUNCIL MEETING 

July 8, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. All those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

The following members of Council were present: Barbara Spaeth, Joy Bennett, Mark Haake, Scott 

Gibson, Josh Styrcula, and Diana Nelson.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion to approve the June 10 Council Meeting minutes and the June 17 Special Council 

Meeting minutes was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember Gibson.  

VOTE: ALL YEAS.   

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Jennifer Heft provided an update regarding the Mason Manta Rays Path to Paris. Mason Manta 

Ray alumni Carson Foster has earned a place on Team USA at the 2024 Olympic Games in the 

200 and 400 Individual Medley. The City of Mason and the entire Mason community will be 

rallying behind him as he travels to Paris for the 2024 Olympic Games. The 2024 Olympic Games 

begin Friday, July 26 through Sunday, August 11. The City would also like to congratulate all 

Mason Manta Ray athletes who competed in the 2024 U.S. Olympic Trials in Indianapolis. Only 

an elite few manage to make it to the Olympic Trials, and the City of Mason Manta Rays were 

fortunate to have two current swimmers and eight alumni compete. This achievement speaks 

volumes not only to the level of dedication that these swimmers have, but to the quality of the 

City’s swim program and the entire coaching staff. The City is in the process of coordinating an 

event for the community to meet and congratulate Mason Manta Ray athletes who competed at the 

2024 U.S. Olympic Swimming Trials.  

The Mason Municipal Aquatic Center will stay open from 8:30 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. on Thursday, 

July 18 for Dive-In Family Movie Night featuring the movie Super Mario Bros. Dive-In Family 

Movie Nights are free for premier members. 

The Mason Municipal Aquatic Center will stay open from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. on Saturday, 

July 20 and Saturday, August 3 for Family Late Night Swim. Family Late Night Swim is free for 

premier members and season passholders.  

The 2024 Music in Mason Series continues Friday, July 12 at 6:00 p.m. with three remaining 

concerts scheduled at the Mason Downtown Plaza. Concerts will include two music entertainment 

bands each Friday night. Mason Market on the Mile, held in partnership with the Mason CDC, 

will return on July 19 as part of the Music in Mason concert. The Market will feature various 

farming, artisan and cottage vendors on North West Street from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.   
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Thursday, August 1, Safe on Main will host their annual gala at the Manor House from 5:30 p.m. 

to 9:30 p.m. As part of the City’s service agreement with Safe On Main, the City has a table 

available at the event. 

Friday, August 9, the City, in partnership with Mason Symphony Orchestra, will host an outdoor 

symphonic concert at Corwin M. Nixon Park featuring headline artist Livingston Taylor with an 

opening performance by Tim Berens. Livingston Taylor has written top-40 hits recorded by his 

brother James Taylor. This concert is part of the City’s ongoing partnership with the Mason 

Symphony Orchestra as the City continues to find opportunities to enhance the arts in Mason and 

complement existing program offerings.  

The 2024 Cincinnati Open will be taking place in Mason Saturday, August 11 – Monday, August 

19 at the Lindner Family Tennis Center. The tournament features the world’s top ten ranked men 

and women in this combined week of tennis. The City of Mason will be hosting economic 

development partners and governmental partners at different events throughout the tournament to 

strengthen our regional relationships and maximize the opportunity to promote Mason as a place 

to do business. Residents and businesses, as well as Community Center members, will notice 

increased promotion of the tournament around the community leading up to the event. 

Eric Hansen introduced Chip Gerhardt and Jim Benedict of Government Strategies Group.  

Jim Benedict and Chip Gerhardt discussed key components to securing the Cincinnati Open in 

Mason and thanked all organizations and partners that helped to secure the tournament.  

Eric Hansen read a letter addressed to Senator Steve Wilson, Representative Adam Matthews, 

Senate President Matt Huffman, Ohio House Speaker Jason Stephens, Senate Finance Chair Matt 

Dolan, House Finance Chairman Jay Edawards, Governor Mike DeWine, and Lt. Governor Jon 

Husted from City Council thanking leaders for their partnership and work to retrain professional 

tennis in Mason.  

Representative Adam Matthews thanked City Council for their efforts in securing the Cincinnati 

Open in Mason.  

MATT NOLAN – WARREN COUNTY AUDITOR PRESENTATION 

Warren County Auditor Matt Nolan provided a presentation regarding property taxes and home 

valuation.  

ADVAY CHANDRA – AUTISM AWARENSS PRESENTATION 

Advay Chandra provided a presentation on autism awareness, life with autism, and ways 

organizations can assist those with autism.  

 

 



3 

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

Amy Lowrance of 4221 Chatsworth Drive discussed the crosswalk a Mason-Morrow-Millgrove 

Road and shared concerns of traffic and pedestrians crossing.  

David Moushey of 5671 Dockside Drive thanked M/I Homes for modifying the concept plan for 

the Liberty Park development and addressing concerns from the Harbour Watch community.  

Tim Luttrell of 7899 Mason-Montgomery Road shared support of Ordinance 2024-50.  

RESOLUTION 2024-14 RECOGNIZING JULY AS NATIONAL PARKS & 

RECREATION MONTH  

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember 

Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Jennifer Heft said the City recognizes July as National Parks & Recreation Month. The goal of 

Parks and Recreation Month is to promote the continued development of strong, vibrant and 

resilient communities through parks and recreation opportunities. This year’s theme “Where You 

Belong” celebrates the many ways park and recreation professionals across the country foster a 

sense of belonging in their community by providing welcoming and inclusive programs, essential 

services for all ages and abilities. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-14 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-50 SECOND READING – AMENDING THE ZONING CODE AND 

ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF MASON, OHIO TO PROVIDE FOR THE REZONING 

OF APPROXIMATELY 90.4 ACRES FROM O-1 (OFFICE) AND I-1 (LIGHT 

INDUSTRIAL) TO MXD-PUD (MIXED USE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) WITH 

APPROVAL OF THE CONCEPT PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT PLAN LOCATED 

AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF MASON MONTGOMERY ROAD AND 

SOCIALVILLE FOSTERS ROAD (LIBERTY PARK) 

Jeff Forbes read Ordinance 2024-50 and provided an update on the status of the ordinance.  

Jordie Bacon said the project proposes the extension of Central Parke Boulevard south from Cedar 

Village Drive, for access to the residential and industrial properties, as well as extension of White 

Blossom Boulevard west from Mason Montgomery Road for additional access to the industrial 

property and the vacant parcel north of the development. Jordie said M/I Homes has worked with 

the Harbour Watch community for adjustments to the heights and setbacks to the proposed 

development.  
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Justin Lanham of M/I homes thanked Council and the Harbour Watch community for working 

together to create adjustments for the proposed development. Justin said the townhomes along the 

southern border of the development are now proposed to be single story ranches and the property 

setback has been adjusted to 50 feet.  

Council thanked Justin Lanham and Harbour Watch residents for working together to create a 

positive outcome for the proposed development.  

VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

ORDINANCE 2024-64 APPROVAL OF THE RECORD PLAT FOR COMPASS 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH SUBDIVISION 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Councilmember 

Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler said this property is located on the southwest corner of Tylersville Road and Fireside 

Drive. This plat will split the existing property into two separate lots. Lot 1 will be 3.103 acres and 

includes the existing Compass Church and parking lot. Lot 2, being 2.86 acres in size, includes the 

detention facility and will be marketed for future development. The plat was recommended for 

approval at planning Commission contingent on providing private draining easements for the 

existing storm sewer and detention facility located on Lot 2 and adding a requirement for Lot 2 

access off Tylersville Road to be limited to a right-in and right-out only.  

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-64 was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-65 ACCEPTING THE PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FOR FALLING 

BROOK SUBDIVISION AND RELEASING THE PERFORMANCE BONDS 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember 

Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler said the subdivision is located off Sports Center Complex Drive; adjacent to Grizzly 

Golf Course hole #9. Currently the streets and storm sewers are private and are maintained by the 

property owner. The applicant is requesting the City waive the one-year maintenance bond 

requirement.  Staff recommends accepting the public improvements and releasing the performance 

bond once minor items have been completed. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-65 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-66 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO PREPARE AND 

SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE OHIO PUBLIC WORKS 

COMMISSION STATE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND/OR LOCAL 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM(S) AND TO EXECUTE 

CONTRACTS AS REQUIRED 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler said staff have identified the Mason Montgomery & Tylersville Intersection 

Improvements Project as a priority project for OPWC grant funding opportunities. Design work 

for the project began in the fall of 2023 and plans are anticipated to be completed by the end of 

this year. Right of way acquisition has begun and is anticipated to be completed by Summer 2025. 

Construction of the Mason Montgomery and Tylersville Intersection improvements are anticipated 

to take place in 2026. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Council and Kurt Seiler discussed project timelines and safety concerns for pedestrian crossing.  

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-66 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Councilmember Haake said Downtown Committee met to discuss the Market on the Mile, updates 

to Downtown Mason zoning, and future improvements to E. Main Street.  

Councilmember Spaeth said the Rules Committee met to discuss updates to the property 

maintenance survey.  

Mayor Nelson said the Arts & Culture Committee met and discussed the rebranding of Mason 

Heritage Festival and updates to the strategic plan for Mason parks. 

Mayor Nelson said the Small Business Committee met to discuss ways to make it easier for small 

businesses when they come to the City.  

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS.   

Councilmember Spaeth thanked City staff and committee members for their work on updating the 

property maintenance code. Councilmember Spaeth discussed ways to address any safety concerns 
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and the Safety Triad Committee, the partnership with Pioneer and Mason small businesses, 

recycling programs, and shared Makayla’s story at helpmewalk.org.  

Mayor Nelson thanked City staff for this year’s Red, Rhythm & Boom event.  

Councilmember Styrcula and Jennifer Heft discussed cleaning up firework debris from homes near 

the fireworks site for Red, Rhythm & Boom.  

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

Randy Stegbauer of 5358 Hidden Creek Circle discussed the firework debris from Red, Rhythm 

& Boom and having the Fire Department monitoring neighboring houses after the event.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: ACQUISITION/DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY  

A motion to adjourn into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing acquisition/disposition 

of property was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: 

ALL YEAS. TIME: 8:55 p.m.  

A motion to reconvene into Regular Session was made by Councilmember Gibson, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 9:50 p.m.  

ADJOURN 

A motion to adjourn was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  

VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 9:50 p.m.  


