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  CITY OF MASON 

COUNCIL MEETING 

August 12, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. All those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

The following members of Council were present: Barbara Spaeth, Ashley Chance, Joy Bennett, 

Mark Haake, Scott Gibson, Josh Styrcula, and Diana Nelson.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion to approve the July 8 Council Meeting minutes was made by Councilmember Spaeth, 

seconded by Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: 6 YEAS, 1 ABSTAIN (CHANCE).  

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Former Mason Manta Ray Carson Foster made history at the 2024 Olympic Games as the first 

ever Mason Manta Ray to earn a spot on Team USA and medal at this prestigious international 

event. On Sunday, July 28, Carson Foster earned a bronze medal for his performance in the 400M 

Individual Medley. Two days later, Carson earned a silver medal alongside his teammates as part 

of the 4x200M Freestyle Relay. Carson also had an impressive performance in the 200M 

Individual Medley, earning 4th in the event. The City had the opportunity to recognize Carson and 

all Mason Manta Ray athletes who participated in the U.S. Olympic Swimming Trials earlier this 

evening with a ceremony at the Aquatic Center. As part of the ceremony, the City unveiled a 

banner for Carson commemorating his historic achievements and his contribution to the City’s 

reputation as the City of Champions. 

Nominations are now open for the inaugural Mason Small Business Community Impact Award. 

The City of Mason’s Small Business Committee is asking community members to share a story 

about how a local small business is making a significant impact on the quality of life in Mason 

through their work in building community spirit, collaborating with other small businesses or 

charitable organizations, growing the small business community, connecting with residents and 

showing compassion and kindness to others. Submit your story today by visiting the City’s website 

at imaginemason.org. Deadline for submissions is August 31, 2024.  

Sunday, August 18, the City is partnering with Women Walking West to host a Community 

Potluck Luncheon from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Aquatic Center Community Room. The 

intent of the event is to celebrate the unique cultures that exist within the Mason community. 

Participants are encouraged to bring a unique food dish from their home country to share while 

meeting other members of the community. Participants will receive a free Premier Member Day 

Pass to provide the opportunity to explore the amenities and services provided by Mason 

Community Center and Aquatic Center.   
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Mason Market on the Mile, held in partnership with the MADE CDC, will return for the final 

market of the season on Friday, September 13. The Market, held in Downtown Mason, will feature 

various farming, artisan and cottage vendors on North West Street and the Downtown Plaza from 

4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

INCIDENT COMMANDER RECOGNITION 

Eric Hansen introduced Steve Hartke who led the 2024 Incident Command team for Red, Rhythm 

& Boom. Steve provided a recap on this year’s event outlining new editions that were featured at 

the event and collaboration required through all City departments. Steve Hartke passed the torch 

to Josh Creech who will be leading the Red, Rhythm & Boom Incident Command team for 2025.  

FORD PERRY, COO, BEEMOK CAPITAL GROUP, CINCINNATI OPEN TENNIS 

Eric Hansen introduced Ford Perry, COO of Beemok Capital Group. Ford Perry thanked City 

Council for their support of the Cincinnati Open. Ford Perry shared updates to this year’s 

tournament and provided a presentation outlining new improvements for the 2025 tournament.  

Mayor Nelson thanked Ford Perry and Beemok Capital Group for their partnership and 

commitment to the City of Mason.  

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

Kushal Abhyankar of 6596 Caddies Way discussed concerns of violence and national attacks from 

anti-Hindu groups.  

ORDINANCE 2024-67 FIRST READING – APPROVAL OF A MAJOR MODIFICATION 

TO A CONCEPT PLAN FOR THE HEALTH ALLIANCE PLANNED UNIT 

DEVELOPMENT LOCATED ON OLD WESTERN ROW ROAD WEST OF 

INNOVATION WAY (HEALTH ALLIANCE PUD) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Eric Hansen set a public hearing for Monday, September 9, 2024.  

ORDINANCE 2024-68  ACCEPTING A STATE OF OHIO GRANT AND AUTHORIZING 

A RELATED AGREEMENT FOR IMPROVEMENTS OT THE LINNDER FAMILY 

TENNIS CENTER CAMPUS, MAKING SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR 

SUCH IMPROVEMENTS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Eric Hansen said Mason, along with Warren County, Regional and State advocates launched a 

successful campaign to retain the legacy of the Cincinnati Open and as a result it will continue to 
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be held in Mason for at least another 25 years. Ordinance 2024–68 authorizes acceptance of State 

grant funding for the redevelopment of the Lindner Family Tennis Center Campus, Ordinance 

2024–69 ratifies the purchase of the Lindner Family Tennis Center and surrounding property from 

Tennis for Charity, and Ordinance 2024–70 ratifies definitive documents and the City Manager’s 

authorization to execute agreements outlining the structure for the successful collaboration to 

retain the Cincinnati Open for the region for the next 25 years. Strong relationships with Beemok 

Capital Group, State of Ohio, Warren County and regional and local business partners have been 

essential to accomplishing the commitment to tennis.   

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Vice Mayor Chance thanked staff for the work accomplished to retain the Cincinnati Open, 

highlighting the City’s culture.  

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-68 was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-69 RATIFYING A PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT WITH 

TENNIS FOR CHARITY, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE LINDNER FAMILY 

TENNIS CENTER AND SURROUNDING PROPERTY AS THE LONG-TERM HOME 

FOR THE CINCINNATI OPEN TENNIS TOURNAMENT 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-69 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice 

Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-70 RAFIFYING VARIOUS DOCUMENTS AND AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY AGREEMENTS RELATED 

TO THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE LINDNER FAMILY TENNIS CENTER AND 

SURROUNDING PROPERTY AS THE LONG-TERM HOME FOR THE CINCINNATI 

OPEN TENNIS TOURNAMENT 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-70 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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ORDINANCE 2024-71 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT FOR SALE AND PURCHASE WITH HAAG-STREIT USA, INC. (HAAG-

STREIT PROPERTY) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Eric Hansen introduced Michele Blair. Michele Blair said Swiss-based medical device leader; 

Haag-Streit, under new ownership within the last several years, conducted a multi-state search to 

determine the best long-term growth location for their future North American headquarters. The 

headquarters project in Mason includes a campus consolidation and reconfiguration from two 

buildings (one located on Kings Mills and one located on Courseview Drive) to one centralized 

location necessary to optimize their operation. During the campus development and construction 

phase, the Courseview Drive site would be needed for operations. Upon completion, all operations 

would be merged into the Kings Mills location. The project will retain and create over 120 science, 

technical and manufacturing jobs within the next five years that bolster the City’s bio hub. The 

project invests $4 million into the corporate campus that fulfills a vision for long-term growth 

strategy.   

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-71 was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-72 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH RCF GROUP FOR PURCHASES RELATED TO THE WORK 

ENVIRONMENT ENHANCEMENT PROJECT WITHIN THE MASON MUNICIPAL 

CENTER IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $160,000 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Jennifer Heft said the Mason Municipal Center was constructed in 2002 and serves as home to 

several City departments. Several aspects of the facility have begun to age in recent years and as 

a result, the City has focused attention on updating the areas most heavily used by or visible to the 

public. Updates to areas visible to the public are nearing completion and the focus has now shifted 

to enhancing internal office spaces. Throughout 2023, the City had staff visit several local 

corporations to seek inspiration and ideas for a more modern workplace environment to position 

the City for the next twenty years. As a result, the City determined that the first priority in 

improving the workplace is to create a multipurpose and flexible workspace within the Finance 

Department primarily used by the City’s Resource Technicians. The goal of the multipurpose and 

flexible workspace is to be versatile and adaptable to meet multiple needs by employees.  
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A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-72 was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-73 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT OR CONTRACTS WITH A MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT AGENCY OR 

AGENCIES IN A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $320,000 FOR 

ENTERTAINMENT ARTISTS FOR THE 2025 AND 2026 RED, RYHTHM & BOOM 

EVENTS 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember 

Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Jennifer Heft said staff have begun initiating the search process for music entertainment acts for 

2025 and 2026 Red Rhythm and Boom, taking place on July 3 at the Mason Municipal Campus. 

In the past, based upon feedback from Council and the community, staff has sought out 

entertainment options that provided a value in pricing, appealed to a family focused atmosphere, 

and featured current, popular artists and bands. Ordinance 2024–73 authorizes $320,000 for the 

cost of a headline artist and an opening act to be secured for the next two-year booking cycle, 

which is consistent with the amount spent annually on entertainment over the past several years. 

In consultation with entertainment booking agencies, it is recommended that transitioning from a 

one-year to a two-year cycle allows the City the most flexibility and cost savings when acquiring 

an act for Red, Rhythm and Boom. This will also allow council to have greater assurance that 

bands of interest are available prior to offers being made on the City’s behalf. Ordinance 2024–74 

authorizes a contract with Frequency City Sound in an amount not to exceed $180,000 for stage 

and sound production needs for the 2025 event. Staff anticipates bringing legislation in late 2025 

for production costs related to the 2026 event.  

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-73 was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-74 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH FREQUENCY CITY SOUND IN A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO 

EXCEED $180,000 TO PROVIDE THE STAGE, SOUND, LIGHTS, AND VIDEO 

SCREENS FOR THE 2025 RED, RHYTHM & BOOM EVENT  

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Haake, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-74 was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-75 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH CARGILL, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE OF APPROXIMATELY 

5,500 TONS OF HIGHWAY ROCK SALT AT $63.15 PER TON 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler said Mason purchases approximately 5,500 tons of rock salt on an annual basis to 

provide snow and ice control for an average of 12-14 snow events per year. In recent years, the 

City has used two cooperative purchasing programs for the purchase of rock salt; the Southwest 

Ohio Purchasers for Government (SWOP4G) and a county program administered by the Warren 

County Engineer’s Office. Staff is recommending Cargill Inc. as the primary supplier of salt 

through the SWOP4G program. Authorizing participation in both programs allows the City the 

flexibility to pursue alternatives to reduce the budgetary impact of salt prices as well as ensure that 

available quantities are on hand. Ordinance 2024–75 authorizes a contract with Cargill, Inc. in the 

amount of $63.15 per ton and Ordinance 2024 76 authorizes alternate contracts in an aggregate 

amount not to exceed $250,000 for the purchase of rock salt. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-75 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-76 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO 

ALTERNATE CONTRACTS FOR THE PURCHASE OF HIGHWAY ROCK SALT IN AN 

AGGREGATE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $250,000 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-76 was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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ORDINANCE 2024-77 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION REDERAL 

HIGHWAY ADMINSTRATION OFFICE OF SAFETY FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

CREATING THE MASON SAFETY ACTION PLAN  

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler said through federal grants, the Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Program aims 

to improve roadway safety by significantly reducing roadway fatalities and serious injuries. This 

program focuses on the development of a comprehensive safety action plan and its subsequent 

implementation to address the needs of all types of transportation system users. Upon successful 

creation of a Mason Safety Action Plan, the City will be able to prioritize locations for future 

transportation improvement projects. Projects and strategies identified within the Action Plan will 

be eligible for future federal funding in the form of possible SS4A implementation grants. 

Implementation grants may involve project-level planning, design, development, or construction 

of an identified necessary improvement. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Councilmember Bennett discussed pedestrian and cyclist safety being a concern from a previous 

community survey and is something that would be supported in a future safety action plan.  

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-77 was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS   

Councilmember Haake discussed the success of the Mason Symphony Orchestra concert at Corwin 

Nixon Park. Board of Veterans Affairs also met to discuss the City’s participation along with 

Deerfield Township in Wreaths Across America.  

Councilmember Spaeth said the Rules Committee met to discuss Council codes of conduct and 

ways to educate future potential candidates. The Rules Committee also discussed responses to the 

property maintenance survey and ways to enforce the code.  

Vice Mayor Chance discussed Wreaths Across America and ways for businesses and organizations 

to get involved to help fundraising efforts.  

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Mayor Nelson wished a happy 98th birthday to Betty Westerkamm. 
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Mayor Nelson discussed a report with Ohio moving up in a CNBC rating for top states to do 

business in due to income, property, and sales tax. Mayor Nelson also discussed the recognition 

of Carson Foster and the Mason Manta Rays.  

Vice Mayor Chance and Councilmember Haake thanked Kushal Abhyankar for speaking 

regarding the violence against the Hindu population.  

ADJOURN 

A motion to adjourn was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  

VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 8:15 p.m.  


