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  CITY OF MASON 

COUNCIL MEETING 

October 7, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. All those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

The following members of Council were present: Barbara Spaeth, Ashley Chance, Joy Bennett, 

Mark Haake, Scott Gibson, Josh Styrcula and Diana Nelson.  

 

Mayor Nelson asked for a moment of silence for those effected by recent hurricanes and for the 

one-year anniversary of the Hamas attacks in Isreal.  

 

Tom Arrington led the meeting with a prayer.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion to approve the September 9 Council Meeting minutes was made by Vice Mayor Chance, 

seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

A motion to authorize the purchase of holiday e-gift cards for City employees was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

A motion to authorize payments to the Warren County Small Business Development Center to 

provide additional assistance to those interested in locating a small business in Mason was made 

by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

A motion to not request a hearing for a D1, D2, and D3 Liquor Permit for Marakesh Palace Inc. 

was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

A motion to authorize the City Manager to authorize a TREX transfer for Merci Wines, LLC was 

made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

A motion to appoint Candace Miller to replace a vacant position on the Housing Authority Board 

was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

The Mason Historical Society’s Annual Cemetery Walk is scheduled for Tuesday, October 8, at 

7:00 p.m. at Rose Hill Cemetery. The rain date is scheduled for Thursday, October 10. Tickets are 

available at the Mason Historical Society’s website.  

Saturday, October 12 the City of Mason, in partnership with the Mason Parks and Recreation 

Foundation and the Mason Challenger League, will host a ceremony to recognize all of the donors 

and supporters of the Phase II Adaptive Ball Field Project at Makino Park. The event will begin at 
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10 a.m. with light refreshments with the formal program beginning at 10:15 a.m. At the conclusion 

of the ceremony, Council and project stakeholders will unveil the new monument put in place to 

permanently recognize significant donors of the project.  

World Inclusion Day takes place on Saturday, October 12 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the 

conclusion of the Adaptive Ballfield Donor Recognition Ceremony. The event provides an 

opportunity to celebrate diversity and unity and bring people of all backgrounds and abilities 

together for a day filled with sports, recreation, education, and fun activities. The event will feature 

a variety of organizations who contribute to the City’s culture of wellness and inclusivity. 

Tuesday, October 15, the City of Mason, in partnership with Mason City Schools, will host a 

CommUNITY Safety Summit from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Mason High School. The event will 

feature two presentations by City and School Officials. Both presentations will take place in the 

Auditorium. Participants will also have an opportunity to interact with exhibitors in the Large 

Commons representing a variety of safety initiatives. 

Sunday, October 20, join the Mason Symphony Orchestra for a family-friendly concert at Christ 

Church featuring the storytelling of MADCAP Puppets, beginning at 4:00 p.m. Tickets are 

available for purchase on the Symphony’s website. 

The MADE Chamber will be hosting the Gems of Excellence Awards Night on Thursday, October 

24 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Manor House. In addition to award categories provided by the 

MADE Chamber, the event will also announce the winner of the City of Mason’s inaugural award, 

the Small Business Community Impact Award. 

Trick or Treat in the City of Mason will be celebrated on Thursday, October 31 between 6:00 p.m. 

and 8:00 p.m. rain or shine. Residents are encouraged to visit the City’s website to view tips on 

how community members can stay safe this Halloween.   

Monday, November 11, the City is partnering with the American Legion Post 194 to host the 

annual Veterans Day Ceremony at the Mason Municipal Center at 6:00 p.m. Each November, the 

City of Mason in conjunction with the City’s Board of Veterans’ Affairs partners with various 

local veteran organizations to offer activities and events that aim to honor veterans and active 

military in the community. Beginning November 4–11, veterans and active military will have the 

opportunity to enjoy a complimentary round of golf and a meal at The Grizzly. The following 

week, November 11–17, veterans and active military are welcome to enjoy free admission to 

Mason Community Center and Mason Municipal Aquatic Center. 

The City of Mason is partnering with Deerfield Township to support the Wreaths Across America 

initiative at Rose Hill Cemetery. The community is encouraged to come together to ensure that 

each veteran buried at Rose Hill Cemetery will have a wreath placed at their grave as part of the 

official ceremony on Saturday, December 14. Community members can sponsor a wreath for $17 

each through December 3 by visiting wreathsacrossamerica.org/OHROSH. 

Women Walking West will be hosting the 5th Annual RISE Gala on Thursday, November 14 from 

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Manor House. 
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MASON FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS RECOGNITION  

Mayor Nelson introduced Charmetra Bailey, Director of the Mason Food Pantry. Charmetra Bailey 

discussed the needs of the Mason Food Pantry and recognized two students who are being awarded 

the 100 Hours Helping Fight Hunger Award for their volunteer efforts.  

YOUTH TENNIS CHAMPION 

Mayor Nelson introduced tennis coach, Sam Shrivistava. Sam Shrivistava introduced and 

discussed Mason seventh grader and tennis athlete Ishaan Marla and his accomplishments winning 

the USTA National Championships at the Level 1 Boys 12 and under competition, earning him 

the number one spot in his age group in the United States.  

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

A Mason resident discussed the Hindu festival of Raksha Bandhan and October as Hindu Heritage 

Month.  

RESOLUTION 2024-24 PROCLAIMING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 6-12, 2024, AS 

NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION WEEK 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember 

Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Jennifer Heft said Fire Prevention Week is observed each year during the week of October 9th.  

The NFPA theme for this year is “Smoke alarms, Make them WORK for YOU.” This year’s theme 

is aimed at educating the public about the importance of having working smoke alarms in the 

home. Activities planned by the Department for Fire Prevention Week include an open house held 

on Sunday, October 6 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Station 51. In addition to the open house, 

the annual “Smoke Alarm Blitz” will occur again as firefighters go door-to-door to check or install 

smoke alarms and replace smoke alarm batteries, if necessary.  These checks will occur on October 

8, 9, and 10 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. The Fire Department will focus on completing the blitz in 

the Alverta, Oakwood Lakes, and Broadview Farms subdivisions. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-24 was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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RESOLUTION 2024-25 PROCLAIMING OCTOBER & NOVEMBER AS MASON 

MANUFACTURING MONTHS 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Michele Blair said October 4, 2024, was the official launch of National Manufacturing Day. For 

almost a decade, the City’s Economic Development Office has utilized this national initiative as a 

cornerstone for Mason Manufacturing Month; a collaboration with corporate partners that exposes 

early grades, high schoolers and technical colleges to the work and innovation happening in 

Mason. This year, Economic Development will continue the legacy work of partnering with our 

manufacturing portfolio. As the manufacturing sector continues to evolve there is a significant and 

growing gap of available talent to support the demands of the future.  This initiative targets filling 

the talent pipeline of tomorrow and emphasizes the cluster of world class manufacturers in Mason.  

Additional activity that will take place during the two months include Come Together gift card 

give aways at each manufacturer to support current manufacturing workforce engagement and 

connect our small businesses to our corporate base. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-25 was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-86 APPROVAL OF THE REPLAT FOR WRLD SUBDIVISION, 

SECTION 5 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler said the applicant is requesting approval of a replat for 28.3 acres of land located at the 

corner of Western Row Road and Mason-Montgomery Road. The property is currently zoned 

MXD-PUD, Mixed Use Planned Unit Development. This replat establishes the lots for the 

residential portion of the development. It includes 21 condo units and requires open space lots. 

The replat will also provide the storm, sanitary and waterline easements necessary for this portion 

of the development.       

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-86 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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ORDINANCE 2024-87 AUTHORIZING THE CITY LAW DIRECTOR TO FILE A 

PETITION FOR APPROPRIATION OF PROPERTY NECESSARY FOR THE SNIDER 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PHASE 2 (WESTERN ROW TO US 42), 

DETERMINING PUBLIC EXIGENCY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (DANIEL 

H. QUICK) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler discussed Ordinance 2024-87 through Ordinance 2024-92. Kurt said to keep the Snider 

Road Improvement Project Phase 2 on schedule, this is next step in the appropriation process. 

Authorizing Ordinances of Intent will allow the City to file for appropriation when negotiations 

with property owners do not succeed and allows for all of the needed right-of-way to be acquired 

in a timely manner. The City will continue to negotiate with each property owner and anticipates 

reaching an appropriate settlement with the property owners without filing. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Councilmember Haake and Kurt Seiler discussed improvements to the railroad crossing as part of 

the project.  

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-87 was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-88 AUTHORIZING THE CITY LAW DIRECTOR TO FILE A 

PETITION FOR APPROPRIATION OF PROPERTY NECESSARY FOR THE SNIDER 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PHASE 2 (WESTERN ROW TO US 42), 

DETERMINING PUBLIC EXIGENCY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (KAREN 

L. MORGAN) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-88 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice 

Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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ORDINANCE 2024-89 AUTHORIZING THE CITY LAW DIRECTOR TO FILE A 

PETITION FOR APPROPRIATION OF PROPERTY NECESSARY FOR THE SNIDER 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PHASE 2 (WESTERN ROW TO US 42), 

DETERMINING PUBLIC EXIGENCY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (MAJID 

A. & FARHAT QURESHI) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-89 was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-90 AUTHORIZING THE CITY LAW DIRECTOR TO FILE A 

PETITION FOR APPROPRIATION OF PROPERTY NECESSARY FOR THE SNIDER 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PHASE 2 (WESTERN ROW TO US 42), 

DETERMINING PUBLIC EXIGENCY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (MARK F. 

LANGFRITZ) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-90 was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-91 AUTHORIZING THE CITY LAW DIRECTOR TO FILE A 

PETITION FOR APPROPRIATION OF PROPERTY NECESSARY FOR THE SNIDER 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PHASE 2 (WESTERN ROW TO US 42), 

DETERMINING PUBLIC EXIGENCY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

(TATYANA SOBOLOV) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-91 was made by Councilmember Gibson, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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ORDINANCE 2024-92 AUTHORIZING THE CITY LAW DIRECTOR TO FILE A 

PETITION FOR APPROPRIATION OF PROPERTY NECESSARY FOR THE SNIDER 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PHASE 2 (WESTERN ROW TO US 42), 

DETERMINING PUBLIC EXIGENCY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

(WESTERN ROW INVESTORS) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-92 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice 

Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.   

ORDINACNE 2024-93 DECLARING CERTAIN CITY EQUIPMENT AND PROPERTY 

AS SURPLUS PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO DISPOSE 

OF SAID EQUIPMENT AND PROPERTY 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Jennifer Heft said the City periodically disposes of surplus property through auction. This surplus 

is generally comprised of vehicles and equipment that no longer serve a useful purpose in 

delivering public services. Internet auction sales continue to be the most effective method to 

auction surplus property to the largest audience for the best value and lowest possible 

administrative cost to the city.      

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-93 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-94 AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL FOR ASSET 

INVENTORY, INSPECTION AND CONDITION ASSESSMENT SERVICES FROM 

CYVL, INC. AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE CONTRACT 

DOCUMENTS  

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler said at the September City Council Meeting, Council authorized Ordinance 2024-84 

which authorized the City Manager to enter into a contract with OpenGov for asset management 

software licensing and implementation. Part of the overall asset management initiative is the data 

collection of existing assets within the City right-of-way. This work is necessary to fully utilize 
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the new OpenGov software. Staff has identified the different types of right-of-way assets in need 

of collection by a third-party consultant. Staff have collected proposals and information from 

several asset collection companies throughout the past several months. These companies provide 

automated solutions which quickly gather and process vast amounts of GIS data. The Cyvl Sensor 

is mounted on a City vehicle for data collection by staff, data is then processed by Cyvl, Inc. to 

generate the asset inventory and condition ratings. This method fits the needs of the City’s asset 

management initiative, and it provides an efficient, economical solution. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-94 was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Vice 

Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-95 RATIFYING AN AGREEMENT FOR PURCHASE AND SALE 

AND MAKING A RELATED SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Eric Hansen said on August 15, City Council held a special meeting to finalize the attraction of a 

significant economic development project in Mason. In conjunction with JobsOhio’s incentive 

board meeting the same morning, the parties secured a fourth expansion of the AtriCure campus, 

which will add two, two-story additions totaling 120,000 square feet of laboratory, R&D, office 

and advanced manufacturing space. The project will invest $30 million in new capital, retain 470 

jobs, create an additional 300 jobs and generate over $43 million in new payroll within five years, 

moving AtriCure into the top ten Mason employers. This was one of the largest announcements in 

the State of Ohio and the largest announced within the Greater Cincinnati Region in 2024. City 

Council’s August action facilitated one of several anticipated phases of the expansion plans for the 

global corporate headquarters campus. In order for AtriCure to design the expansion plan, the 

Company requires additional ground to accommodate parking, master detention, open space and 

most importantly property that will accommodate additional buildings and jobs. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-95 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS   

Councilmember Spaeth said the Rules Committee met to discuss the property maintenance code 

and rules regarding medical and recreational marijuana use. 

Council discussed rules regarding medical and recreational marijuana use. 
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A motion to remove the restriction regarding medical marijuana from the City’s zoning code was 

made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.   

Eric Hansen and Council discussed procedures regarding updating restrictions in the City’s zoning 

code on medical marijuana.  

Councilmember Haake said the Downtown Committee met to discuss zoning in Downtown 

Mason, future roles and responsibilities of the Downtown Committee, the Market on the Mile, 

success of the East Main Music Fest, and the tour of new developments in College Hill.  

Mayor Nelson said the Small Business Committee met to discuss the City’s support of the Warren 

County Small Business Development Center, the Small Business Community Impact Award.  

Mayor Nelson said the Arts Committee met to discuss the upcoming Mason Symphony Orchestra 

Concerts, success of the East Main Music Fest, arts in the park, opportunities for events with the 

Lebanon Mason Monroe Railroad, and the Warren County Arts Summit.  

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Councilmember Spaeth and Mayor Nelson discussed giving relief opportunities for those affected 

by hurricanes.  

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

Dennis Legault of 6684 Caddies Way discussed concerns of the increase in population in 

Springfield, Ohio.  

A motion to add Executive Session to the agenda for the purpose of discussing 

acquisition/disposition of property was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: ACQUISITION/DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY 

A motion to adjourn into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing acquisition/disposition 

of property was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL 

YEAS. TIME: 8:27 p.m. 

A motion to reconvene into Regular Session was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 9:15 p.m.  

A motion to add Ordinance 2024-96 to the agenda was made by Councilmember Gibson, seconded 

by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  
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AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE THE TERMS OF AND 

ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR SALE AND PURCHASE WITH SPEARS REALTY, 

LLC (5510 COURSEVIEW DRIVE) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Gibson, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-92 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.   

ADJOURN 

A motion to adjourn was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  

VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 9:19 p.m.  


