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  CITY OF MASON 

COUNCIL MEETING 

November 11, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. All those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Colors were posted by VFW Post 9622 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

The following members of Council were present: Barbara Spaeth, Ashley Chance, Joy Bennett, 

Mark Haake, Scott Gibson, Josh Styrcula and Diana Nelson.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion to approve the October 7 Council Meeting minutes was made by Vice Mayor Chance, 

seconded by Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

A motion to move up Resolution 2024-26 and Resolution 2024-27 on the agenda was made by 

Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

RESOLUTION 2024-26 RECOGNIZING J.D. WETTERLING FOR HIS SELECTION 

INTO THE 2024 CLASS OF THE OHIO VETERANS’ HALL OF FAME 

Jeff Forbes read Resolution 2024-26.  

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Council congratulated J.D. Wetterling for his selection into the Ohio Veterans’ Hall of Fame.  

A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-26 was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by 

Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

RESOLUTION 2024-27 RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ROBERT 

N. MOUNT VFW POST 9622 IN MASON 

Jeff Forbes read Resolution 2024-27 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Council thanked VFW Post 9622 for their commitment to serving veterans in the Mason 

community.  
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A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-27 was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by 

Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Councilmember Gibson recognized Councilmember Haake and Councilmember Styrcula for their 

service.  

A motion to move the December City Council Meeting to Monday, December 16 was made by 

Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

A motion to not request a hearing for a C1, C2, and D6 liquor permit for 6391 Reading Road LLC 

(DBA Stop N’ Go) was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  

VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

Women Walking West will be hosting the 5th Annual RISE Gala on Thursday, November 14 from 

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Manor House.  

Area Progress Council is holding their 41st Annual Economic Outlook Breakfast on Tuesday, 

November 26 from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. at the Manor House. 

City offices will be closed on Thursday, November 28 and Friday, November 29 in observance of 

Thanksgiving. Mason Community Center will be open on Thanksgiving Day from 6:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. The City is partnering with the Mason Track and Cross Country Boosters to offer 

Premier members a discount on registration for the Turkey Trot 5K on Thanksgiving Day. The 

race takes place at Corwin M. Nixon Park at 8:00 a.m.   

The City of Mason is partnering with Mason Symphony Orchestra as they provide their final 

performance of the year as they host their annual holiday concert on Sunday December 8, 2024 at 

Manor House. The concert begins at 5:00 p.m. and will feature holiday music with special 

performances by the Mason Chorale, the Hallelujah Ringers and the Studio for Dance. As part of 

the City’s continued partnership with Mason Symphony Orchestra, Community Center Premier 

members can receive $5 off general admission tickets with access codes. Tickets can be purchased 

at masonsymphonyorchestra.org.  

New this year, the City of Mason is partnering with Deerfield Township to support the Wreaths 

Across America initiative at Rose Hill Cemetery. The community is encouraged to come together 

to ensure that each veteran that has been laid to rest at Rose Hill Cemetery will have a wreath 

placed at their grave as part of the official ceremony on Saturday, December 14. 

The City of Mason is partnering with Mason Schools Foundation, Kiwanis Club of Mason, Comet 

Cupboard, Girl Scouts and Shine Like Sable to provide holiday assistance to families in need. 

Those in the community that would like to help a Mason community member in need this holiday 

season, there are several ways in which they can show support. Residents can purchase designated 

items through Amazon Wishlist, make donations directly through PayPal, or donate items such as 

winter outerwear, non-perishable food items or toys at the donation barrels located at Mason 

Community Center. 
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The annual Tree Lighting Ceremony takes place on Friday, December 6 at the Mason Downtown 

Plaza. This event is free and open to the public and takes place from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. This 

annual festive event will feature the official lighting of the tree, holiday music by Santa’s Goody 

Bag Band, complimentary photos with Santa, iceless ice skating, a mechanical snowboard, a 

gingerbread playhouse and obstacle course, fire pits, food, and beverages until 8:30 p.m. New this 

year, the City is partnering with MADE CDC to add to the event that features parading Santa and 

other holiday themed characters from Heritage Oak Park to the Plaza to kick off the event. 

Santa will be making a few stops in Mason this holiday season before heading back to the North 

Pole.  Families can register for a sensory visit with Santa on Saturday, December 7 at Mason 

Community Center. Opportunities for a private visit with Santa are available from 9 a.m. to 11 

a.m. New this year, Santa will stroll along the Mason Mile from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Santa will 

be visiting participating small businesses to greet customers and hand out a holiday treat. 

The bi-annual Shop Local event is returning to Mason Community Center on Wednesday, 

December 11 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Open to the public, patrons can browse a variety of 

Mason area merchants and home sales representatives, providing a great opportunity to purchase 

unique gifts for the holiday season.  

The Jewish Discovery Center is hosting the annual Hanukkah celebration event on Sunday, 

December 29 at 5:30 p.m. The outdoor event will be taking place at Deerfield Towne Center and 

includes entertainment and activities for all ages. This event is free and open to the public. 

A motion to move up Resolution 2024-28 on the agenda was made by Councilmember Bennett, 

seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

Eric Hansen introduced finalists in attendance for the Small Business Community Impact Award 

from Cincy Sammys and Mason Whippy Dip.   

RESOLUTION 2024-28 RECOGNIZING SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 AS SMALL 

BUSINESS SATURDAY IN MASON 

Jeff Forbes read Resolution 2024-28 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Mayor Nelson discussed the Small Business Community Impact Award and thanked the 

nominated businesses for their commitment to serving the Mason community.  

A motion to adopt Resolution 2024-28 was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Vice 

Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

 

 



4 

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

Randy Stegbauer of 5358 Hidden Creek Circle thanked City staff for fixing several issues 

promptly.  

John Looker of 111 E. Main Street thanked the City for displaying the veterans’ banners.  

ORDINANCE 2024-97 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

PRE-ANNEXATION AGREEMENT WITH L.E.P. REALTY TRUST 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler discussed Ordinance 2024-97 and Ordinance 2024-98. Kurt said pre-annexation 

agreements are generally used to allow properties outside the corporation limits to utilize the City’s 

water and/or sewer system. The City received two requests for properties located on Cox-Smith 

Road. The City’s standard pre-annexation agreement requires the owner to pay 150% of standard 

sewer and/or water rates until such time as the property is annexed. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-97 was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-98 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

PRE-ANNEXATION AGREEMENT WITH DONALD I. GOEPPER 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-98 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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ORDINANCE 2024-99 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT OR CONTRACTS WITH A VENDOR OR VENDORS FOR THE 

REMOVEL, TRANSFER, PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF EMERGENCY 

EQUIPMENT INTO SIX (6) VEHICLES IN A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

$150,000 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler said due to the anticipated extended time it will take to complete outfitting new police 

vehicles; staff are recommending moving forward with the purchase and installation of emergency 

equipment for the remaining six vehicles to allow the process to begin as early as possible. This 

allows flexibility contracts with multiple vendors to allow for flexibility to complete the work in 

the most cost effective and timely manner. Staff have obtained quotes from multiple vendors and 

are evaluating whether to use one vendor for all six vehicles, or potentially awarding contracts to 

multiple vendors to have all vehicles completed by the end of 2025.  

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-99 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2024-100 RATIFYING AN AGREEMENT FOR PURCHSE AND SALE 

AND MARKING A RELATED SUPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION  

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Eric Hansen said at the October 7 Council Meeting, Council adopted Ordinance 2024–96 

authorizing the City Manager to negotiate the terms of and enter a contract for sale and purchase 

with Spear Realty, LLC. This furthers the purposes Council directed, to secure long-term economic 

development opportunities, to aggressively support job growth, retention, and expansion of 

premier biohealth and life science business activity. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-100 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS   

Councilmember Spaeth said the Rules Committee met to discuss a draft of an updated property 

maintenance code prior to the upcoming Council Worksession.  

Councilmember Bennett said the Public Services Committee met to discuss highlighting Service 

Center staff, the Good Neighbor Trailer, and ways to alleviate traffic around the Mason High 

School and Mason Middle School campus.  

Councilmember Haake said the Downtown Committee met with downtown business and property 

owners within the Mason Mile. The next Downtown Committee meeting has been scheduled for 

December 3.  

Mayor Nelson said the Small Business Committee met to discuss the Small Business Community 

Impact Award and recognition for Small Business Saturday. The Arts Committee met to discuss 

arts in the park and budget items related to arts activities.  

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Vice Mayor Chance congratulated the Mason Cross County team for winning their fourth 

consecutive state championship. Vice Mayor Chance thanked Randy Stegbauer for his comments 

regarding City staff responding to issues.  

Councilmember Spaeth discussed the Community Holiday Help Program, the MADE CDC 

volunteer committee for holiday activities assisting to enhance holiday programming in the Mason 

Mile, and the Royal Theatre Company productions.   

Mayor Nelson discussed the American 250 Ohio Commission program and the upcoming Mason 

Symphony Orchestra Festival Concert taking place Sunday, December 8 at Manor House.  

ADJOURN 

A motion to adjourn was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  

VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 8:19 p.m.  


