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  CITY OF MASON 

COUNCIL MEETING 

March 10, 2025 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. All those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

The following members of Council were present: Barbara Spaeth, Ashley Chance, Joy Bennett, 

Mark Haake, Scott Gibson, Josh Styrcula, and Diana Nelson.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion to approve the February 10 Council Meeting minutes was made by Vice Mayor Chance, 

seconded by Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

A motion to not request a hearing for a D2 liquor permit for MAHA Foods LLC, DBA BHEEMAS 

was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

A motion to not request a hearing for a D3 liquor permit for Merci Wines LLC was made by 

Councilmember Haake, seconded by Vice Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

Friday, March 14, representatives from throughout the County will gather at Great Wolf Lodge to 

hear from Warren County CVB officials regarding 2024 sports and tourism initiatives as well as a 

preview of what is to come in 2025. The annual meeting will conclude with the Best of Warren 

County Awards.  

Warren County Municipal League is scheduled to meet on Wednesday, March 19 at 5:45 p.m. at 

the Shaker Run Golf Course. Members will be joined by the Executive Director of the Ohio 

Municipal League, Kent Scarrett, as the keynote speaker of the evening. 

Thursday, March 20, MADE CDC will host the Mile Meet up from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the American 

Legion Post 194 located at 401 Reading Road in Mason. Community members can learn more 

about updates related to the Mason Mile Project, hear about upcoming initiatives planned and 

discover ways to get involved.  

The 2024 tax filing deadline is Tuesday, April 15. For residents’ convenience, the City of Mason 

offers online tax filing, phone assistance and in-person or drop-off filing preparation. Mason 

residents are encouraged to contact the City of Mason Tax Office with any questions or inquiries 

related to the City of Mason’s Municipal Income Tax. The City of Mason Tax Office will be open 

with extended hours for drop-off and tax assistance on Saturday, April 12 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. and Tuesday, April 15 from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. The City of Mason Tax Office is open 

each weekday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tax staff are available by phone at 513-229-8535, by 
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secure email accessed via the City’s website or by visiting the Mason Municipal Center, located 

at 6000 Mason Montgomery Road during business hours.  

City of Mason, in partnership with the American Legion Post 194 and the VFW Post 9622, come 

together to honor the brave men and women who served during the Vietnam War on Saturday, 

April 5. 2025. This commemorates the 50th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War and this 

event serves as a tribute to the military service members who served. Vietnam Veterans interested 

in participating in the parade as well as an interview can sign up and learn more at 

imaginemason.org. In addition, community members are encouraged to mark their calendars and 

join us for the parade and ceremony as we pay tribute to these brave men and women. The parade 

will begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April 5 followed by a ceremony inside Mason Municipal Center 

immediately following the parade. Community members are encouraged to gather along Lakeside 

Drive near the south lawn of the campus and in front of Mason High School, as we welcome 

Vietnam Veterans home.  

SYDNEY STOUGHTON RECOGNITION 

Jennifer Heft introduced Sydney Stoughton, a local academic scholar and hockey athlete for the 

Lovell Academy in Boston who won a silver medal for the United States at the 2025 World 

Federation Under 18 Women’s World Championship in Finland.  

Sydney Stoughton shared her experience playing hockey and competing in Finland for the 

Women’s World Championships.  

OHIO PARKS AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION AWARD RECOGNITION 

Mayor Nelson introduced the City’s Parks & Recreation Director, Chrissy Avery. Chrissy Avery 

provided information on the City of Mason being selected for an award by the Ohio Parks and 

Recreation Association in the category of capital projects in the range of $500,000 to $10,000,000 

for the City’s adaptive ballfields at Makino Park.  

Chrissy introduced Susan Murdock and discussed Susan leading fundraising efforts for the 

adaptive ballfields.  

Susan Murdock discussed the City’s adaptive ballfields and the Mason Challenger League. Susan 

introduced Jennifer Christmas who will be taking over as president of the Mason Challenger 

League.  

Jennifer Christmas thanked Council and discussed the Mason Challenger League.  

Councilmember Spaeth discussed the opportunity to be present for the City to receive the award 

at the Ohio Parks and Recreation Association conference.  
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RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

Barry Polley of 6365 Fieldstone Drive discussed concerns of honeysuckle in Corwin Nixon Park 

and Pine Hill Park.  

ORDINANCE 2025-11 PUBLIC HEARING TO REPEAL, AMEND AND ADD VARIOUS 

SECTIONS AND CHAPTERS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE AND SUBDIVISION 

REGULATIONS 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to amend Exhibit A of Ordinance 2025-11 to make all necessary changes to prohibit 

adult use cannabis operations in all zoning districts in the same manner as medical marijuana is 

prohibited was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: 

ALL YEAS.  

Jeff Forbes provided an explanation regarding the amendment to Ordinance 2025-11.  

Jordie Bacon said the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is updating the Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) and Flood Insurance Studies (FIS) effective April 23, 2025. Staff 

coordinated with ODNR to update the City’s Flood Management regulations to be compliant. 

These updates must be in effect by April 23 for the City to maintain its participation in the National 

Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). This required change also provided an opportunity for the City 

to make updates to the Zoning Ordinance that modernize standards, remove barriers for property 

owners to make improvements, and reflect current practices. 

The public hearing was opened at 7:29 p.m.  

A Mason resident at 4501 Woodside Place said they are against marijuana dispensaries in Mason.  

Cathy Elliott of 5322 Crestwood Drive shared voting data regarding Issue 2 in Mason.  

Ian Logan of 4630 Woodland Drive discussed support amending zoning to allow for adult 

recreational use marijuana.  

Barbi Champ of 5205 Spire Oaks Drive discussed opposition of allowing dispensaries in the City 

of Mason.  

Cheryl Williams of 3825 Brookhaven Court shared several concerns about permitting dispensaries.  

Christian Mays thanked City Council for the amendment to the proposed ordinance and read a 

resolution passed by the Warren County Republican Party regarding recreational use dispensaries. 

Dilip Bearelly of 6587 Glenstone Way shared thoughts on other opportunities for development in 

Mason besides dispensaries. 
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A Mason resident of 5333 Mapledale Way discussed health concerns of adult use marijuana.  

Janice Roeder of 2706 Ivy Farm Court discussed support of banning marijuana in all forms in the 

City of Mason.   

Julie Seitz of 5532 Winding Cape Way shared support of Ordinance 2025-11 as amended and 

discussed the stance of Deerfield Township regarding dispensaries.  

Kathy Grossmann of 4533 Morris Court thanked City Council for the amendment to Ordinance 

2025-11 and discussed tourism in Warren County.  

Prasad Koneru of 4524 Ashfield Place discussed statistics regarding usage rates of students to 

marijuana in accessible areas.  

Greg May of 3325 Scioto Run Blvd. spoke on behalf of a client looking to open a dispensary. Greg 

May shared concerns and provided examples of non-regulated products sold in other smoke and 

tobacco stores where citizens can purchase products these products that are not prohibited in 

dispensaries.  

David Williams of 3825 Brookhaven Court shared support of banning dispensaries in Mason.  

A Mason resident discussed support of banning dispensaries in Mason and shared medical 

concerns of recreational use.  

Joe Kraimer of 4192 South Shore Drive discussed support of the amendment to Ordinance 2025-

11.  

Marjorie Murray of 5625 Richmond Park Drive discussed wanting specifics of ordinances on the 

agenda.  

A Mason resident at 5622 Rosemont Lane discussed statistics of the quality of life in Mason and 

support for the amendment to Ordinance 2025-11.  

The public hearing was closed at 8:32 p.m.  

City Council thanked Mason residents for speaking during the public hearing and discussed 

support of the amendment to Ordinance 2025-11.  

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-11 as amended was made by Councilmember Gibson, seconded 

by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.  

A recess was taken at 8:52 p.m.  

The meeting resumed at 9:00 p.m.  
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ORDINANCE 2025-23 FIRST READING – APPROVAL OF A CONDITIONAL USE 

PERMIT TO ALLOW A CONVALESCENT, NURSING AND REST HOME ON A R-3 

ZONED PROPERTY AT 6546 MASON MONTGOMERY ROAD (HERITAGE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH) 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Eric Hansen set the public hearing for April 14, 2025.  

ORDINANCE 2025-24 FIRST READING – APPROVAL OF A CONDITIONAL USE 

PERMIT TO ALLOW TWO RESIDENTIAL UNITS IN A B-1 ZONED BUILDING AT 216 

KINGS MILLS ROAD 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Eric Hansen set the public hearing for April 14, 2025.  

ORDINANCE 2025-25 APPROVAL OF THE REPLAT FOR KINGS ISLAND 

TECHNICAL CENTER BLOCK B 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS.    

Kurt Seiler said the purpose of this replat is to transfer approximately 1.42 acres from the property 

located at 7601 Innovation Way to the adjacent property located at 7555 Innovation Way. The area 

to be transferred is located within an existing overhead power easement.   

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-25 was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2025-26 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH BARRETT PAVING MATERIALS, INC. FOR THE 2025 STREET 

MAINTENANCE PROGRAM  

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Eric Hansen said there are seven ordinances regarding the paving program. Eric congratulated 

Council and the Engineering & Building Department for utilizing the set aside program to keep up 

with the demand for improvements to the City’s roads.  
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A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Vice Mayor Chance thanked City staff for their efforts regarding the City’s paving program.  

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-26 was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by 

Councilmember Gibson.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2025-27 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH ELAM’S EXCAVATING LLC FOR THE 2025 STREET 

MAINTENANCE CONCRETE PROGRAM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-27 was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by 

Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2025-28 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH PAVEMENT TECHNOLOGY, INC. FOR RECLAMITE 

PAVEMENT REJUVENATOR 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-28 was made by Councilmember Haake, seconded by 

Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2025-29 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH STRAWSER CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR CRACK SEAL 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-29 was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Vice 

Mayor Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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ORDINANCE 2025-30 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH J & A CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR MASTIC  

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-30 was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by 

Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2025-31 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH A & A SAFETY, INC. FOR THE 2025 STREET STRIPING 

PROGRAM 

A motion to read by title only was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember 

Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-31 was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2025-32 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH QUEEN CITY BLACKTOP CO. FOR ASPHALT MAINTENANCE 

WORK AT CITY FACILITIES AND CITYWIDE BIKE PATHS 

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by Styrcula.  VOTE: 

ALL YEAS. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-32 was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2025-33 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH PCI SERVICES TO UPGRADE THE CITY SERVER ROOM 

CLIMATE CONTROL SYSTEM  

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Vice Mayor 

Chance.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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Kurt Seiler said the IT room located in the lower level of the Municipal Center houses critical 

equipment such as servers, routers and data storage systems that are significant to the continuity 

of business operations.  These systems require optimal environmental conditions for functionality, 

reliability and longevity of the equipment.  The current dual circuit Liebert climate control system 

is original to the Municipal Center and is over 23 years old. The replacement system will allow for 

a continued consistent climate in the server room and restore redundancy.  The replacement will 

also come with a new warranty and utilize the latest approved coolant. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by 

Councilmember Haake, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-33 was made by Councilmember Spaeth, seconded by 

Councilmember Haake.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

ORDINANCE 2025-34 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT WITH A&T EUROPE SPA (MYTHRA POOLS USA) FOR THE 

PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF NINE MYRTHA PVC ABSOLUTE STARTING 

BLOCKS FOR THE MASON MUNICIPAL AQUATIC CENTER  

A motion to read by title only was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by Councilmember 

Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

Kurt Seiler said the 50-meter pool can be configured in many ways to adapt to the needs of a 

particular swim meet. When the movable bulkhead is moved into the middle of the pool, it 

separates one pool into two pools. Staff have learned over the past three operating seasons that the 

platform mounted blocks at the north end of the pool are ideal. The pole mounted blocks work 

well when anchored into the concrete pool floor but do not work well when mounted into the 

movable bulkhead. When athletes jump off them for their swim, the block shifts, placing the 

swimmer at a disadvantage when racing. Staff recommend adding the platform style starting 

blocks to the movable bulkhead and keeping the pole mounted blocks for use on the sides of the 

concrete pool deck.  Purchasing & installing nine new platform-style mounting blocks will allow 

for new configurations of the 50-meter pool to be used for meets and rentals.  This increases the 

flexibility and integrity of the facility for hosting events. 

A motion to suspend the rule and allow for adoption after the first reading was made by Vice 

Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Spaeth.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-34 was made by Councilmember Styrcula, seconded by 

Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Councilmember Styrcula said Finance Committee met to discuss the future home of the Warren 

County Drug Task Force. 

Councilmember Haake said the Downtown Committee met and discussed new staff of the MADE 

CDC, the Mason Mile Meetup event, the Mason Mile master planning process, and a preliminary 

plan for additional parking and gathering space in Downtown Mason. 

Councilmember Haake said the Board of Veterans Affairs met to continue planning for the 

Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans event taking place on April 5.  

Mayor Nelson said the Small Business Committee is scheduled to meet on March 11.  

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Mayor Nelson discussed Senate Bill 104, House Bill 113, Senate Bill 114, and Governor DeWine’s 

upcoming State of the State of Ohio address.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: ACQUISITION/DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY  

A motion to adjourn into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing acquisition/disposition 

of property was made by Councilmember Bennett, seconded by Councilmember Styrcula.  VOTE: 

ALL YEAS. TIME: 9:18 p.m. 

A motion to reconvene into Regular Session was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by 

Councilmember Bennett.  VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 10:05 p.m.  

ADJOURN 

A motion to adjourn was made by Vice Mayor Chance, seconded by Councilmember Bennett.  

VOTE: ALL YEAS. TIME: 10:05 p.m.  


